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ACTION VO-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO NEA-11 SCA-01 IO-14 ACDA-19 

SIG-04 FSI-01 INSE-00 SAJ-01 PM-07 NSC-10 SPC-03 

SAM-01 SS-20 RSC-01 L-03 H-03 PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 DRC-01 SSO-OO SY-10 /150 W 

016912 

PR 131524ZFEB 74 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2975 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0282 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CVIS,PFOR,GE,US,WB 

SUBJECT: OBJECTIONABLE STAMP IN GDR PASSPORTS 
REF: STATE A-535 

1. IN EXAMINING DOCUMENTATION OF A RECENT GDR VISA 
APPLICANT, WE DISCOVERED IN HIS PASSPORT RUBBER STAMP 
IMPRESSION READING "VALID FOR ALL STATES AND THE 
INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ENTITY WESTBERLIN" (GUELTIG FUER 
ALLE STAATEN UND DIE SELBSTAENDIGE POLITISCHE EINHEIT 
WESTBERLIN). SINCE THIS WAS FIRST TIME WE HAD NOTICED 
SUCH STAMP, WE INQUIRED WITH UK AND FRENCH EMBASSIES 
EAST BERLIN ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCE IN THIS REGARD. 

THEY WERE UNAWARE OF PROBLEM. UPON CHECKING GDR 
PASSPORTS ON HAND, FRENCH FOUND TWO BEARING STAMP IN 
QUESTION AND SAID THEY WOULD ASK PARIS FOR INSTRUCTIONS 
HOW TO PROCEED IN SUCH CASES. BRITISH ALSO SEEKING 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
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2. FACT THAT THUS FAR STAMP HAS APPEARED ONLY IN A 
FEW PASSPORTS MAY INDICATE GDR TESTING THE GROUND BEFORE 
DECIDING WHETHER TO PURSUE WHAT IS OBVIOUS ATTEMPT GAIN 
AT LEAST IMPLICIT ACCEPTANCE OF ITS INTERPRETATION OF 
STATUS OF BERLIN. IN VIEW OF EFFECT SUCH ACCEPTANCE 
COULD HAVE ON ALLIED POSITION IN BERLIN, WE STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND THAT ALLIES REACT IMMEDIATELY BY REFUSING TO 
ACCEPT AS VALID TRAVEL DOCUMENTS GDR PASSPORTS BEARING 
LEGEND WHICH ASSERTS A UNILATERAL CHANGE IN 
EXISTING SITUATION AND IS THUS CONTRARY TO QA AND QD. (IN THIS 
CONNECTION, WE RECALL THAT IN PAST SOVIETS, FOR OWN REASONS, 
REFUSED TO ACCEPT U.S. PASSPORTS CONTAINING REFERENCE TO "SOVIET 
ZONE OF OCCUPATION '.) WHILE UNITY AMONG THREE POWERS 
ON THIS ISSUE IS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE, SUPPORT FROM 
OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES, IN PARTICULAR NATO MEMBERS, WOULD 
OF COURSE BE MOST HELPFUL. KLEIN 
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